CITY OF PASADENA / ARROYO SECO MASTER PLANS

Lower Arroyo Master Plan

APPENDIX D: PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS
The following are the project descriptions of the Lower Arroyo Master Plan.

IMPROVE THE GROUNDS OF LA CASITA DEL ARROYO
Restore Arroyo Stone Walls and Stairs
Restoration of the Arroyo stone walls on the project site will be undertaken in accordance with the
Secretary of the Interior’s guidelines for restoring historic structures. Restoration of the garden steps
at the southern rear corner of the site will be undertaken in accordance with the Secretary of the
Interior’s guidelines for restoring historic structures.
Maintain Trail Connections
Trail connections to La Casita and its immediate area will be maintained.
Provide Interpretative Information
Interpretive information on the Arroyo Seco, its history and its resources will be installed at La Casita
in coordination with the Arroyo Seco Design Guidelines and the La Casita Foundation.
Slope Stabilization Assessment and Implementation
The slope around the rear of La Casita and the Arroyo stone walls north of the building are subject to
continuous erosion which, if left alone, could result in the failure of existing wall sections along the
edge of the slope and eventually threaten the clubhouse itself. Los Angeles County Department of
Public Works recently completed a geotechnical investigation of the site. A short-term solution to the
problem has been agreed to by various parties including the City, but a long-term solution needs to be
assessed including the possible construction of a crib wall at the base of the slope to create a
landscaped terrace between the existing top of the slope and the top of a new, lower crib wall. The
parameters of such a project are not really known at this time, but would be the subject of further
study.
ENHANCE MAIN PARK ENTRANCE
This project element will upgrade the existing entrance located near the intersection of Arroyo
Boulevard and Norwood.
Provide New Gate
The entry driveway will have a new entry gate similar to the one that will be designed for the
southern entrance to the Lower Arroyo; a gate design similar to the existing one at La Casita has been
mentioned but needs further evaluation.
Improve Entry Landscape
New landscaping with native plantings and boulders will be included in this project element.
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Widen Access Road for safety
This project element includes various repairs to the Lower Arroyo access road and improvements to
the unsafe, “pinched” sections where currently only one vehicle can pass at a time. The road will be
improved to a width of no greater than 20 feet. Improvement to the built-up bench/terrace on the
downhill side of the existing road will allow for the road widening. This project will require some onsite grading along the built-up terrace on the downhill side of the road. The uphill portion of the
access road will not be affected by this project. Existing barrier rails will also be replaced with
Arroyo stone boulders along the top of the road and at the bottom of the road; the remaining length
will be replaced with an Arroyo stone barrier wall, of which a short section will be retaining. All wall
design will be in conformance with the Arroyo Seco Design Guidelines. The adjacent slope will
undergo brush removal and stabilization in addition to native landscaping.
SOUTH ENTRANCE
The southern entrance will continue to provide entry to the Arroyo Seco from the southern city limits
to the existing informal entrance through the San Pascual Stables in South Pasadena. Continued
discussion with the City of South Pasadena is needed to ensure protection and appropriate use of
Pasadena’s property.
Equestrian Amenities
A designated equestrian path/use area with hitching posts for horses as well as a watering trough will
be provided at least 500 feet away from all other public activity facilities, as recommended in Trails
for the Twenty-first Century.
Interpretive Area
The area will serve as a southern gateway to Pasadena’s Arroyo Seco and an interpretive area will be
provided. Interpretive material, maps of the area and regional trails, and general information will be
provided.
Restore Native Plant Communities
The open area between San Pascual stables and the first bridge crossing north of the stables will be
restored to the native plant communities of the area. There will be ongoing coordination with the
stables, the City of South Pasadena, and the City of Pasadena.
Maintain Trail Connections
A formal trail will loop through this area to connect to the eastside multi-use trail and keep
riders/hikers off restored planting areas.
IMPROVE CASTING POND AREA
Repair Pond and Resurface Deck
The cracked and leaking surface of the Casting Pond will be resurfaced. Benches adjacent to the
pond will be replaced and the drinking fountain will be modified to allow for a dog trough. The
asphalt deck surrounding the pond will be replaced with a suitable material.
Repair Drainage System
Repair and modification of the pond’s drainage system will occur to improve the aesthetics of the
pond.
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Provide ADA-accessible Trail
The entire area around the pond will be made ADA-accessible including the allocation of two ADA
fishing stations. This project element will also provide an ADA-accessible portion of the Eastside
Multi-use Loop Trail between the Casting Pond and La Casita del Arroyo. Three rest stops will be
created along this stretch of trail in accordance with ADA standards.
Enhance Existing Restroom
The existing public restroom at the Casting Clubhouse can be improved and enhanced for public use
as appropriate and in conformance with the Arroyo Seco Design Guidelines. The area will be
landscaped with woodland and coastal scrub native plantings as appropriate.
ENHANCE BIRD SANCTUARY
This project element will improve the existing bird sanctuary site.
Restore Stonework and Fountain
The existing drinking fountain will be rebuilt to allow for dog use, separate from human usage.
Stonework in the seating area, surrounding walls, steps, and the decorative central fountain will be
restored in accordance with the Design Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco and the Secretary of the
Interior’s guidelines for restoring historic structures.
Provide Trail Connection to Memorial Grove
A new trail connection will be created from the Bird Sanctuary to the Lower Arroyo at the Memorial
Grove.
Provide Lighting for Increased Security
Better lighting will be provided, especially in the area of the stairs and lower terrace, to ensure a safe
area and to minimize problems with vandalism.
Provide Curb Cut to Encourage Use as Rest Area
A curb cut will be created along Arroyo Boulevard for small maintenance vehicles to access the site
and also allow cyclists using Arroyo Boulevard to use it as a rest stop.
Provide Interpretative Signage
Interpretive signage will be placed at this site as part of a larger interpretive signage system for the
Arroyo Seco.
Enhance Landscaping
Native plantings will be increased, especially in the area of the stairs and lower terrace, to promote
usage, restore native plant communities, and to mitigate problems with vandals.

D-3

CITY OF PASADENA / ARROYO SECO MASTER PLANS

Lower Arroyo Master Plan

Repair Storm Drain
The steep slope below the bird sanctuary, where an existing storm drain is exposed and major erosion
has occurred, will be repaired.
NORTHERN ARCHERY RANGE
Use of the northern range by the Roving Archers will be reduced and all targets removed. Use of the
range by the club will be tournament usage only and not exceed 13 times per year.
Improve Paths and Trails
Trails and paths in the northern range will be restored for public use. Lanes will be narrowed where
possible and those lanes that can be eliminated will be, to allow native vegetation to thrive. Trails
may require some clearing to provide safe conditions during tournaments.
Improved Signage for Safety
Archery trails will be defined with improved signage to alert non-archers when the range is in use. A
safety program will be implemented by the Roving Archers Club as a condition of their permitted use
of the area.
SOUTHERN ARCHERY RANGE
Improve Paths Trails and Amenities
Archery paths will be improved in accordance with the Design Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco for
ADA accessibility, where feasible. Two existing drinking fountains in the area will be upgraded and
relocated for better accessibility to a greater number of users and to meet ADA standards.
Rebuild Targets and Target Access
The layout of the southern range (south of the Archers’ Clubhouse) will remain the same with the
exception that trails for archers will be clearly defined and separated from other trail users. A design
standard for target construction and access to the 14 targets will be developed as part of the Design
Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco and implemented to provide a safe and well-maintained course.
Improved Signage for Safety
Archery trails will be defined with improved signage to alert non-archers when the range is in use. A
safety program will be implemented by the Roving Archers Club as a condition of their permitted use
of the area.
ROVING ARCHERS’ CLUBHOUSE
Rebuild Clubhouse with Restroom and Storage Area
The clubhouse was recently burned in a fire and replacing it is a recommendation of this master plan.
If replaced, it will be replaced to the standards of the Design Guidelines. The building would be the
same size as the previous clubhouse with the addition of a storage room taking up a maximum of 600
square feet. The new storage room will replace the recently demolished storage area and restroom in
Memorial Grove. The location of the clubhouse shall be in the same location as the removed, burnt
structure, or in close proximity.
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Provide Interpretative Information and Map of Range Area
The building will also serve as an information site for park users, for interpretive signage and a map
of the area as part of the larger interpretive trail system for the Arroyo Seco.
Landscaping with Native Plants
Land immediately surrounding the clubhouse will be landscaped in native vegetation.
Provide Picnic Area
Up to eight picnic tables can be placed at the clubhouse.
BRIDGE CROSSING AT ARCHERS’ CLUBHOUSE
New Gate with Passage for Non-Motorized Users
The existing bridge that crosses over to the Archers’ Clubhouse will be improved with the installation
of a new swinging gate. A gap in the gate will allow for hikers, walkers, and equestrians to cross the
bridge.

IMPROVE WESTSIDE MULTI-USE TRAIL ACCESS AT PARKER-MAYBERRY BRIDGE
This project element will improve the northern end of the existing Westside trail and allow equestrian
and pedestrian access onto the west side of the existing Parker Mayberry Maintenance Bridge
(located beneath the Colorado Street Bridge). Directed use of the maintenance bridge will allow users
to cross the Arroyo and exit on Arroyo Boulevard (current eastern exit point for the bridge).
Install Bollards at Arroyo Boulevard Entry/Exit to Prevent Non-Motorized Use
A system of bollards or a modified swing gate will be installed to prevent vehicles from entering
while allowing recreational users to pass through this entry with ease. The bollards could be removed
or the swing gate opened when official vehicles need to enter. No grading will be required. The
existing iron gate on the east side of the bridge would remain open at all times.

WESTSIDE MULTI-USE TRAIL FOR HIKERS AND EQUESTRIANS
■

Maintain Trail from Southern City Limits to Parker-Mayberry Trail Bridge

■

Parker-Mayberry Bridge to Southern City Limits - This project element will maintain the
pedestrian and equestrian trail along the west side of the flood control channel from the
Parker-Mayberry Bridge to the Southern Entry at the southern City Limits.

■

Parker-Mayberry Bridge to the Archers’ Range - This project element will restore the
Westside Multi–Use Trail between the Parker-Mayberry Bridge and the Archers’ Range.

■

La Loma Bridge to the San Rafael Bridge at Laguna - The existing trail will be
maintained and its alignment possibly adjusted after further design review to create a more
desirable landscape. This area traverses wide expanses with as much as 1.5 acres of potential
habitat for restoration.
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■

San Rafael Bridge at Laguna to the South City Limits - This project element will do much
the same as the project element described above. It will keep the trail maintained to a
minimum width (multiple use exclusive of bicycles) in accordance with the standards
recommended by the Design Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco.

EASTSIDE MULTI-USE TRAIL FOR HIKERS AND EQUESTRIANS
Maintain Trail from South City Limits to Parker-Mayberry Bridge
This project element will maintain this segment of the trail, repairing erosion problems in steep areas,
resurfacing the trail with native soil or decomposed granite (DG), and making it ADA-accessible
where feasible. The trail will be improved to accommodate maintenance vehicles and still allow the
passage of recreational users (pedestrians and equestrians). Some material will be needed to fill ruts
in the trail.
An existing above-ground irrigation system will be salvaged or replaced and placed below the ground
to provide individual bubblers to trees along the trail.
This project element will also improve the sloped trail beneath the Parker Mayberry Maintenance
Bridge and the Colorado Street Bridge. This area serves as a transition between the Lower Arroyo
and the pathway along the unchannelized reach of the Arroyo upstream of the Colorado Street Bridge.
The relatively steep slope and unimproved conditions will be modified with grade breaks of large
timbers, stone, concrete, or other suitable material to create a stepped pathway. The trail (multi-use,
but exclusive of bicyclists) must have adequate vertical clearance for equestrian passing under the
lowest bridge. This project will improve the existing Eastside Multi-Use Trail.
CAMEL’S HUMP LOOP TRAIL
Expand Trail System at Camel’s Hump
This project element will enhance the habitat, circulation for trail users, circulation for maintenance
access and the general appearance of the area. The project element will build on the existing trail
system by adding new trails to areas recreational users will be able to enjoy and also provide
maintenance access to these areas that are currently difficult to reach. Additionally, a three-year-old
planting project in this area will require renovation.
Study Geological Stability
The project element will involve a study of the stability of the Camel’s Hump, in particular the
western face. Extensive erosion and rockslides have occurred over time at this location. As a key
passage route in the Arroyo Seco, a geologic investigation will be needed to determine the safety of
continuing to allow a trail under the western face of this formation. The study will make
recommendations to address any further deterioration of the slope and assess the existing trail along
the western face.
Clear Brush and Create Fuel Modification Zone
A brush-clearing program will eliminate high fuel volume and create a fuel modification zone using
fire retardant native plantings in the area bordering the Busch Gardens. This project will also create a
more appealing screen of the wooden fence in Busch Garden’s neighborhood.
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Retrofit and Repair Irrigation System
Remnants of the existing irrigation system that is exposed will be salvaged, and buried to provide a
system of individual bubblers to trees in the area as well as retrofitted for new plantings.
Habitat Restoration
An additional 65,000 square feet of terrain will undergo habitat restoration.
WESTSIDE PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
Separate Southern Archery Range Trail from Westside Multi-Use Trail
The existing trail on the edge of the Southern Archery Range area will be separated from the
Westside Multi-use Trail and will hug the westerly slope. The trail will be improved and repaired
with compacted native soil. Native plantings, Arroyo stones, and boulders will be used to help define
the separation of these trails.
Improve Signage for Safety
This trail will keep the archery activity separated from the other park uses and provide improved
safety through signage. Archers will be prohibited from using the Westside Multi-use Trail through
signage.
Restore Native Plant Community
At the trail edge, the area will be restored with plantings native to the area’s plant communities.
RESTORE ARROYO BOULEVARD RIM TRAIL
Improve Trail for Pedestrians Only
Area residents heavily use this trail that runs along Arroyo Boulevard from the Parker-Mayberry Trail
to Westover. This project element will make repairs to the trail so that access is safe and barrier-free.
The trail will be made ADA-accessible where feasible, and curb cuts will be made at various points
along the trail to improve accessibility.
Prohibiting the use of this trail by equestrians and cyclists will be part of the signage and traildefinition program. No substantial grading will be required
Restore Arroyo Stone Walls
Areas where sections of Arroyo stonewall are damaged along the trail will be repaired in accordance
with the Design Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco and the Secretary of the Interior’s guidelines for
restoring historic structures.
Restore Native Plant Communities
Approximately 60,000 square feet of brush clearing and poison oak removal will occur to make the
area passable and restore native plant communities in areas that can accommodate new plantings.
Repair Irrigation
Currently, exposed irrigation systems create hazardous situations and will therefore be repaired to
eliminate the hazards. Exotic vegetation will also be removed. Areas where washouts have occurred
will be repaired.
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RESTORE NEIGHBORHOOD TRAIL ACCESS
Restore Historic Trails
This project element will restore the major access points leading into the Lower Arroyo Seco from the
various surrounding neighborhoods. This project element will be a combination of trail restoration
work, rubble wall restoration work, trailhead improvements and planting restoration. All structural
restoration will be undertaken according to the Secretary of the Interior’s guidelines for restoring
historic structures. The following are 12 access points that will be restored:
Westminster
La Casita Trail (through butterfly garden)
Bird Sanctuary
California Boulevard
La Loma
Bradford Street
Busch Garden Court
Rockwood Place Parker-Mayberry Bridge to Westside Trail
Westbridge Place
South of Westbridge Place
San Pascual (north of San Rafael Avenue)
The trail restoration work will include repair of washed out trails, repair of ruts, and removal of
sediment that has washed down over the trails. Grading will be balanced on-site. Developing names
for the trails has been suggested by several members of the community.
Restore Arroyo Stone Walls
This project element includes Arroyo stone wall restoration work. All structural restoration will be
undertaken according to the Design Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco and the Secretary of the Interior’s
guidelines for restoring historic structures.
Restore Plantings
The planting restoration part of this project element will clear the trail of all exotic weeds and grasses
and any overgrown or dead brush. New planting will occur as needed for slope stabilization or to
replace dead trees or for general habitat enhancement or aesthetic purposes.
Improve Trailheads
The trailheads are where the trails begin in the neighborhoods. Trailheads will be identified and
appropriate signage and mapping located as part of a larger signage program.
MEMORIAL GROVE RESTORATION
This project element proposes restoring native vegetation, and renaming of the AIDS Memorial
Grove to the Memorial Grove. The field has become the location for trees to be planted in memory of
someone. The City will specify tree species that can be planted and will supply interested parties with
standards for planting, a list of vendors where trees can be purchased, and information about tree care
responsibilities.
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Maintain Open Natural Area
Brush clearance and slope stabilization will occur in the Memorial Grove, and the area will be
replanted with a more open canopy to accommodate the memorial theme and to minimize the
dependency on regular maintenance.
Habitat Restoration
Habitat restoration will be a significant component of this project element. A planting project was
implemented approximately three years ago and is in need of modification. Remnants of the existing
irrigation system that covers that area will be salvaged and buried to provide a system of individual
bubblers to trees in the area as well as be retrofitted for new plantings.
IMPROVE REGIONAL TRAIL CONNECTION
Stabilize Slope of Trail Under Bridges
This project element will improve 60 feet of sloped trail beneath the Parker-Mayberry Maintenance
Bridge and the Colorado Street Bridge. The area serves as a transition between the Lower Arroyo and
the pathway along the unchannelized reach of the Arroyo upstream of the Colorado Street Bridge.
The relatively steep slope and unimproved conditions will be modified with grade breaks of large
timbers, stone, concrete or other suitable material and surfaced with pathway treatment to create a
stepped pathway. The trail (multi-use exclusive of cyclists) will be at least four feet wide and have ten
feet in vertical clearance. This project element will improve the existing Eastside Multi-use Loop
Trail.
RESTORE THE BANKS OF THE LOWER ARROYO
This project element proposes to restore the banks of the Lower Arroyo Seco through the following
methods: Providing for a wildlife corridor along the banks of the Lower Arroyo, stabilizing the banks
and controlling erosion, and actively restoring and conserving the native plant communities.
Implementation of these projects will address the safety concerns in the Lower Arroyo Seco related
erosion and fire danger.
RESTORATION OF ANNANDALE CREEK/LAGUNA CANYON
The restoration of Annandale Creek/Laguna Canyon is proposed and will achieve the following:
Restoration of the habitat and native plant communities in this area, restoring the natural stream
course in this canyon where feasible, and enhancing the water quality entering the Arroyo Seco
Channel/streamcourse from Annandale Creek/Laguna Canyon. This project will require further
coordination with Los Angeles County Department of Public Works.
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