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Pasadena is a “Preserve
America” City

P
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With
congratulations from the
White House, the
designation is given to
select cities that “protect
and celebrate their
heritage, use their historic
assets for economic
development and
community revitalization,
and encourage people to experience and appreciate local
historic resources through education and heritage tourism
programs.”
Pasadena certainly qualifies. With an active historic
preservation program run by the city, passionate preservation
groups and volunteers, Pasadena has become a historic destination.
Since 1969, the Planning Department has helped secure
historic status for more than 3,500 properties and works daily to
add to this list. During two comprehensive surveys in the past two
years, the city catalogued another 685 properties built between
1935 and 1965 that are eligible for historic designation, plus 870
pre-Craftsman beauties built at the turn of the 20th century that
showcase architectural styles that are rarely seen in modern times.
Owners of designated historic properties are eligible to
participate in incentive programs established by the Pasadena
City Council, including a residential property tax cut of up to 75
percent, a waiver of the city’s requirements for covered parking
and special rules that apply when the buildings are modified,
modernized or relocated.
All of these special properties provide a link to our past, fuel
our civic pride and attract new residents, shoppers, tourists and
businesses.
For more information visit www.cityofpasadena.net/historic,
www.preserveamerica.org or call 744-4009.

Etcetera . . . Etcetera

Bundle up and catch the holiday
spirit with entertainment,
refreshments and more at the
Christmas tree-lighting ceremony
at Pasadena City Hall on Thursday,
Dec. 9, at 5:30 p.m. Beautiful LED
bulbs save energy. 744-4755.
Watch holiday favorites on the
big screen from “A Christmas
Carol” to “It’s a Wonderful Life”
Wednesdays, Dec. 15, 22 and 29, at

Noticias
En Breve
Alumbrando el
camino hacia un una
temporada festiva
segura
Disfrute la calidez de la
temporada sin ningún
percance con estos consejos
del Departamento de
Bomberos de Pasadena:
• Antes de poner las
decoraciones, coloque
pilas nuevas en sus
detectores de humo y de
monóxido de carbono.
• Espere una o dos
semanas antes de la
navidad para comprar su
árbol y quítelo a
comienzo de enero. Los
árboles secos tienen alto
riesgo de causar incendios.
• Cuando compre su árbol,
de le un tirón a las ramas.
Las hojas tienen que
estar verdes y
mantenerse en su lugar.
• Mantenga su árbol en
una base con agua y
échele agua con
frecuencia, póngalo en un
lugar seguro alejado de la
chimenea, velas y la
ventilación de la
calefacción.
• Si opta por un árbol
artificial u otras
decoraciones, asegúrese
que son resistente al
fuego.
• Antes de poner las luces,
revise cuidadosamente
que no haya ningún cable
dañado, espacio en el
aislamiento o enchufes
rotos o dañados o muy
usados. Si necesita
comprar luces nuevas,
busque las cajas que
tienen el sello de
aprobación del
laboratorio de pruebas.

Se continua adentro . . .

Save the date! The mayor’s 2011
State of the City event is
scheduled Thursday, Jan. 20, at
6:30 p.m. at the Arclight Theater.
See more details in the
January/February issue of
Pasadena In Focus. 744-4311.
Villa Esperanza Services
presents a conference on autism
Friday, Jan. 28, with Dr. Temple
Grandin, the most accomplished
and well-known adult with autism
in the world. 449-2919 or
www.villaesperanzaservices.org.
Students can receive free
afterschool homework help and
tutoring, plus recreation and
fitness activities, through May 27 at
Robinson Park, 1081 N. Fair Oaks
Ave. Call 744-7334 or register at
www.cityofpasadena.net/reserve.

Help test a new service called
Instant Librarian by texting a
research question to 394-4019
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
via MSN Messenger, Google Talk,
AIM or Yahoo Messenger.
www.cityofpasadena.net/library/ask.
Hear information in English or
Spanish on rental assistance,
homebuyer help, homeless housing,
landlord/tenant issues and more
through the Housing Department’s
new 24-hour phone line: 744-8300.
www.cityofpasadena.net/housing.
Low-income drivers may qualify
for affordable car insurance
through a state-sponsored
program. Learn more at
www.insurance.ca.gov/lowcost
or call (866) 602-8861.
Note: All dates and times listed in
Pasadena In Focus are as of the
publication date. Call the numbers
listed to confirm information. All
phone numbers are in the (626)
area code unless otherwise noted.

Have you ever wondered what
Pasadena looked like 100 years
ago? Now you can browse
through hundreds of digital
images of Pasadena people
and places – for free – through
the Pasadena Digital History
Collaboration. Check it out at
www.pasadenadigital
history.com or on Facebook
under Pasadena Digital
History.
A partnership of Pasadena
Public Library, Pasadena
Museum of History and
Pasadena City College’s Shatford
Library, the user-friendly site
makes it easy to browse through
and download files from the
collections of all three institutions.
Their mission is to build the
largest, comprehensive database
of Pasadena images, stories and
publications available for
students, researchers and
history buffs. Browse by
category, search with keywords
and store your favorites.
The project was funded by a
grant from the U.S. Institute of
Museum and Library Services
under the Library Services
Technology Act. For more
information e-mail
info@pasadenadigitalhistory.com
or call 744-4279.

Celebrate Libraries!
Lighting the Way to a Safe Holiday
Season

GREAT NEWS: Out of 7,400 public library systems recently
rated across the nation, Pasadena was one of just three in
California to win four stars. That’s even more reason to celebrate
Children’s Book Month in November!
Young readers ages 12 and under can enjoy fun storytimes,
parties and concerts throughout November. We’re forgiving the late
fines on children’s books, replacing children’s lost library cards for
free and offering one free paperback book to every child (while
supplies last) who comes to one of these very special events:
Gigi and Mike will entertain children with sing-alongs and a zoo of percussion instruments
Monday, Nov. 15, at 3 p.m. at San Rafael Branch 1240 Nithsdale Rd.; Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 10:30 a.m. at
Linda Vista Branch Library, 1281 Bryant St.; Wednesday, Nov. 17, at 10:30 a.m. at Allendale Branch
Library; Saturday, Nov. 20, at 10 a.m. at Central Library, 285 E. Walnut St.; and Monday, Nov. 22, at
3:30 p.m. at Villa-Parke Branch Library, 363 E. Villa St., and 7 p.m. at Hastings Branch Library.
Preschoolers can enjoy festive songs, crafts and tales about music during special story times
Wednesday, Nov. 17, at 10:15 and 11:15 a.m. at Hastings Branch Library, 3325 E. Orange Grove Blvd.;
and Thursday, Nov. 18, at 10:30 a.m. at Allendale Branch Library, 1130 S. Marengo Ave., and
La Pintoresca Branch Library, 1355 N. Raymond Ave.
Little ones can sink their teeth into a special dragon book party complete with refreshments
and a special guest Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 3:30 p.m. at Hill Avenue Branch Library, 55 S. Hill Ave.
For more information visit www.cityofpasadena.net/library or call 744-4066.

THERE’S NOTHING LIKE THE
GLOW OF THE HOLIDAYS – the
lights, the fireplace, the shimmering
candles.
Enjoy the warmth of the
season safely with these tips from
the Pasadena Fire Department:
• Before hanging decorations,
put fresh batteries in your
smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors.
• Wait until a week or two
before Christmas to buy
your tree, and take it down in early January. Dried-out trees
are major fire hazards.
• When shopping for your tree, give branches a tug. Needles
should be green and stay in place.
• Keep your tree in a stand filled with water, and replenish
often. Find a safe spot away from fireplaces, candles and
heater vents.
• If you opt for an artificial tree or other decorations, make sure
they’re flame retardant.
• Before stringing any lights, check them carefully for frayed
wires, gaps in insulation, broken or cracked sockets or
excessive wear. If you need to buy new ones, look for the logo
of an approved testing laboratory on the box.
• Check directions: Don’t overload electrical outlets or link
more than three light strands at a time. If wires are warm to
the touch, unplug them.
• Keep any candles in sturdy holders and set them out of reach
of children and pets. Better yet, look for LED models that
flicker without flames.
• Keep menorahs away from curtains and anything else that can
go up in flames. A window sill is not a good spot for a menorah
if the window has curtains or blinds. Instead, put the
menorah on a table that has a fire-resistant surface.
• Be sure to extinguish all candles and turn off your holiday
lights before you leave home.
For more information, contact the city’s emergency management
coordinator at lderderian@cityofpasadena.net or 744-7276.

New Urgent Care Center is Open
A NEW URGENT
CARE CENTER IS OPEN at
3160 E. Del Mar Blvd.
Operated by
Huntington Medical
Foundation, the center is
expected to help alleviate
long waits at Huntington
Hospital’s emergency
room, where more than 30
percent of patients have
health concerns that are
not emergencies.
The property, owned by the city of Pasadena and donated for the five-year pilot project, was chosen
for its affordability, access to public transportation and proximity to a balanced mix of insured and
uninsured users who would be likely to use the center.
Hours of operation at the 10,021-square-foot complex are 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days a week.
For more information about the urgent care center, visit www.huntingtonmedical.com (click
on Urgent Care) or call 270-2400.
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A new menorah will be the focus
of the Chanukah celebration,
Sunday, Dec. 5, from 3 to 5 p.m. in
the courtyard at Pasadena City
Hall, 100 N. Garfield Ave.,
including traditional foods and
entertainment. 564-8820 or
www.chabadpasadena.com.

Pasadena businesses operating
without a valid business license
have through Jan. 10 to register
and pay fees without penalty or
interest. Stop in at Pasadena City
Hall’s Room N106, visit
www.cityofpasadena.net/finance,
e-mail pasadenaamnesty@
cityofpasadena.net or call
744-7019.

Ace the SAT or CAHSEE exam
with a $40 prep class Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Jackie
Robinson Center, 1020 N. Fair
Oaks Ave. Cost includes materials
and healthy snacks. Register at
744-7300.
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Explore the historic Castle Green
Sunday, Dec. 5, from 1 to 5 p.m.
during its annual Holiday Tour, with
music, food, exhibits and keepsakes
for sale. $20 (children 12 and under
are free). www.castlegreen.com or
385-7774.

1 p.m. in Central Library’s Donald
Wright Auditorium, 285 E. Walnut
St. 744-4066.
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Practice your wave as you walk
the three-mile Rose Bowl loop
with Pasadena’s mayor, the
Tournament of Roses president
and the Rose Queen and her Court
on Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 7:30 a.m.
Meet at Gate A. 831-2980 or
www.upandmoving.org.

ASADENA WAS RECENTLY NAMED A PRESERVE
AMERICA COMMUNITY by the federal government.

Bringing Old Pasadena
to Life

se continua . . .

Ni tan- sagrada- Días
festivos para los
robos de autos
La temporada festiva es una
temporada alta para los robos
de autos. Usted puede quitar la
tentación y proteger sus cosas
valiosas con estos simples
consejos del Departamento de
Policía de Pasadena:
• Cuando estacione su auto,
siempre cierre la ventana y
asegure las puertas,
aunque esté en frente de
su casa.
• Estacione en lugares
bastante concurridos y
bien iluminados, cerca de
la entradas de las tiendas
y bajo las luces de la calle.
• No deje en su auto
documentos de
identificación personal o
tarjetas de crédito .
• Nunca deje en lugares
visibles teléfonos
celulares, las unidades de
GPS, iPods, computadoras,
carteras, maletines,
monedas o documentos
con información personal.
Si no puede llevar consigo
sus cosas entonces
póngalas en el maletero y
asegúrelas.
• Cuando utilice el servicio
de estacionamiento de
valet o cuando lleve su
auto a lavar o a que lo
arreglen, recuerde de
dejar sólo la llave para
encenderlo. Llévese todos
sus efectos personales
con usted, o de ser posible
guarde los bajo llave en el
maletero o en el porta
guantes.
Para mayor información
llamar al 744-4551.

Etcétera
Los adultos de 18 años o
mayores pueden recibir
vacunas contra la gripe el
sábado 13 de noviembre desde
las 10 hasta las 11:45 a.m. en
la biblioteca la Pintoresca,
1355 N. Raymond Ave. En una
clínica auspiciada por el
Hospital de Huntington.
397-3333.
Abríguese y viva el espirito
festivo con entretenimiento,
refrigerios y más, en la
ceremonia anual de Iluminación
del árbol en la alcaldía de la
Ciudad de Pasadena el jueves
9 de diciembre desde las
5:30 p.m. 744-4755.
Los estudiantes pueden
recibir ayuda gratis con las
tareas después de clases y
tutoría, más actividades
recreativas y de ejercicios,
hasta el 27 de mayo en el
Centro del Parque Robinson.
1081 N. Fair Oaks Ave.
Inscripciones en
www.cityofpasadena.net/reserve
o llame al 744-7334.
Escuche información en
español o inglés sobre
asistencia con la renta, como
comprar una casa, vivienda
para personas sin vivienda,
problemas con los
inquilinos/propietarios y mucho
más mediante la nueva línea
informativa 24 horas del
Departamento de la vivienda
www.cityofpasadena.net/housing
o llame al 744-8300.

Pasadena’s Land Use and
Mobility Elements – The Update
Continues

Buy Local to Save More
WRAPPING A BIG, RED BOW AROUND A HOME APPLIANCE
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? For the very best deal, be sure to keep

A MULTIPLEDAY NOVEMBER
CHARRETTE has
included a review of community themes that will guide the Land
Use and Mobility Elements of the General Plan, translation of
community interests and concerns into planning maps and
diagrams that illustrate how Pasadena should grow and change,
where buildings and natural open space should be located, and
how we can prioritize clean and simple travel into the next decade.
Soon detailed analysis will be conducted on how
alternatives that address land use and mobility issues raised by
the community last year and this year would affect traffic, the
economy, the environment and more. The draft alternatives and
the analysis of impacts will be presented to the community for
selection of a preferred alternative in spring 2011.
For more information about the update of the Land Use and
Mobility Elements, visit www.cityofpasadena.net/generalplan or
call 744-6807

Stay Safe this Holiday Season
STAY SAFE AND ENJOY THE HOLIDAY SEASON with these
tips from the Pasadena Police Department.
Away for the holidays or out for the day
• Lock all doors and windows –even if your only gone for a
few minutes
• Set the Alarm if you have one
• Ask a neighbor to pick up mail and newspapers daily
• Have interior and exterior lights go on/off on timers –
give your home the appearance that someone is there
• Leave a radio on
• Don’t leave presents under the tree where they are
visible from a door or window.
At home
• Always ask who’s there when the door bell rings or there
is a knock at the door. Burglars sometimes case
residential neighborhoods for unattended homes and
unsuspecting victims. If you suspect this is happening, a
description of the person and a vehicle if possible.
• Do not open the door if you are suspicious of the person
on the other side
• Many con artists take advantage of holiday generosity by
going door to door. Always ask for identification or
printed information before you make a donation, or ask
where you can mail a check.
• Leave porch lights and outside lights on during
evening/night time hours.
Out Shopping
• Lock your car and put all packages and valuables –
including cell phones and GPS units – in the trunk of
your car where they can’t be seen
• Park in well-lit and populated areas, and as close to
stores as possible
• Avoid isolated elevators and stairwells
• If possible, don’t shop alone – invite a friend or relative
to go with you
• If you use public transportation, don’t get on or off at
isolate stops, don’t carry valuables or wear flashy
jewelry, and sit close to or with other passengers.
• Be aware of your surroundings and watch for suspicious
people around you
• Look confident as you walk
• Avoid risky situations such as alleys and isolated areas.
• If you have to carry a purse, hold it in tucked close to
the front of your body
• Don’t leave your purse or shopping bags unattended
• Don’t overload yourself with packages and bags
• Make sure children know what to do and who to tell if they
become separated from you; teach them to go to a store
cashier, security guard or police officer
• Avoid pickpockets; be aware of strangers who involve you
in irrelevant conversation, push or bump into you
• If robbers or purse-snatchers threaten you, given them
what they want. Remember, none of it is worth your life.
• Report all suspicious or criminal activity immediately. Dial
9-1-1 on your cell phone or quickly ask some for help
Celebrating
• Keep alcohol consumption to a limit
• Don’t drink and drive!
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• Revise las instrucciones:
no sobre cargue los
enchufes eléctricos o
conecte más de tres
cables de luces a la vez, si
toca los cables y están
calientes desenchúfelos.
• Mantenga las velas en
candeleros resistentes y
póngalas fuera del alcance
de los niños y mascotas,
mejor aún si son los
modelos de LED que
parpadean sin llamas .
• Asegurase de apagar
todas las velas y las luces
de navidad antes de salir
de la casa.
Para mayor información
llamar 744-7177.

energy efficiency and local merchants at the top of your list. With
combined rebates on energy-efficient products from PWP and the
California Cash for Appliances program, you could save up to $1,800
on a central air conditioning unit, $340 on a refrigerator, $300 on a
high-efficiency clothes washer and $110 on a room air conditioner.
Plus, PWP will pitch in a bonus rebate when you buy a qualifying
energy-saving appliance from a Pasadena retailer. For full details
visit www.cityofpasadena.net/rebates.

Sprinklers Take a Holiday
PLANTS NEED MUCH LESS WATER DURING THE
COOL, RAINY SEASON. It’s a great opportunity to cut
your water bill!
Follow these winter tips to save money, save water
and comply with Pasadena’s water shortage ordinance:
• Effective Nov. 1, set your irrigation system to run
just once a week – on Tuesday, Thursday or
Saturday only.
• Daylight Saving Time ended Nov. 7, so take this opportunity to re-set your sprinklers to run
before 9 a.m. or after 6 p.m. If you’re not sure how, watch PWP’s video series at
www.YouTube.com/PasadenaWaterPower for tips on adjusting your sprinkler controller.
• Remember that sprinklers are not permitted on rainy days in Pasadena! Sign up for free rain
alerts by email or text from www.weather.com or install a smart irrigation controller to
automatically shut off sprinklers when it rains. PWP offers a $150 rebate on smart controllers
at www.cityofpasadena.net/savewater.

Don’t Wait Too Long to Go Solar
PASADENA REACHED A STELLAR MILESTONE IN
2010: Residents and businesses are now generating more
than two megawatts of clean power from the sun with 239
solar photovoltaic installations citywide. The collective power
of these solar panels reduces carbon emissions from
traditional power, sparing the environment the equivalent of
about six million car miles each year!
Millions of dollars in incentives from PWP have made
this surge possible, but program funds for the Pasadena Solar
Initiative are not infinite. The current rebate rate of $2.40 per
watt will be reduced to $2 per watt beginning Feb. 1, 2011.
If you want to take advantage of the higher rebate and be a part of Pasadena’s drive toward
14 megawatts of customer-owned solar power by 2017, get a head start at PWP’s next “Going Solar”
workshop Thursday, Dec. 2. Come to the library at McKinley School, 325 S. Oak Knoll Ave., from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. for expert advice on choosing an installer, estimating your solar energy needs and
applying for rebate incentives. Visit www.cityofpasadena.net/solar to reserve your seat.

Leaks Don’t Pay
IF YOU SUSPECT THERE’S A LEAK IN YOUR HOME plumbing
or irrigation system, it’s important to take action as soon as
possible to avoid costly water bills. All plumbing and irrigation lines
beyond the curb are the property and responsibility of the
homeowner. PWP does not issue credits to customers if there are
leaks in these lines.
Take these steps to check for and repair leaks:
• Turn off all faucets inside and outside and check your water
meter. If it’s still running, you have a leak.
• Look in your toilet tank to see if the flapper is not closing
properly -- a very common problem. A defective flapper will
cause water to continually run through the tank.
• Sometimes a leaky flapper in a toilet tank is not easy to spot. Put a leak detection dye tab
in the tank periodically; if you see dye color in the toilet bowl, you’ll know the tank
hardware needs repair or replacement. A leaky toilet can waste 20 gallons per day or more.
• Look for leaks in plumbing under sinks and freestanding tubs as well as at hose bibs,
irrigation valves and pool equipment. Tighten all fittings and replace any damaged parts.
• Manually run your sprinkler system for 10 to 15 minutes. If there’s a loss of pressure at a
sprinkler head and soggy ground nearby, there may be a broken sprinkler underground.
Repair the pipe immediately since these leaks are costly and can cause great damage.
If you can’t find the source of any leak, call a licensed plumber for a thorough inspection. The
cost to repair the problem will pay off in the long run.

Visit www.cityofpasadena.net/waterandpower or call the PWP AnswerLine at 744-6970

