3.12 Utilities and
Service Systems
This section examines whether implementation of the 2004 Land Use Element, Zoning Code
Revision, and Central District Specific Plan will require the construction of new water supply or
wastewater treatment facilities, exceed the projected water supply, or generate substantial refuse
volumes that cannot be accommodated by current or planned landfills.
The 2004 Mobility Element guides the continuing development of a multi-modal circulation system
that supports planned growth; the Element does not contain policies that could potentially affect
water resources and utilities, wastewater facilities, stormwater facilities, or solid waste facilities. The
2004 Mobility Element is therefore not addressed in this section.
The Initial Study process, determined that the proposed project will not have an impact on
wastewater treatment requirements or run counter to federal, State, or local regulations related to
solid waste.

Water Service and Facilities
Environmental Setting
The Pasadena Water and Power Department (PWP) is responsible for supplying water service to
Pasadena residents and businesses, as well as to customers within adjacent unincorporated areas.
PWP provides approximately 38,000 acre-feet of water per year (af/yr). According to the City’s
2000 Urban Water Management Plan,1 Pasadena’s water supply is drawn from a variety of sources,
including groundwater, local surface water, and imported water. (For more detail see Section 3.10
— Hydrology.) PWP obtains approximately 40% of its water from groundwater production, and the
remaining 60% is purchased from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD).2
Water is stored in reservoirs, with a total capacity of 106 million gallons, before it is put into the
distribution system. PWP owns and operates 14 wells which draw water from the Raymond
Groundwater Basin, and has developed 11 interconnections with neighboring water agencies to
enhance the reliability of the City’s system and to use as emergency back-up. PWP maintains a
distribution system of 475 miles of pipeline of various sizes, ranging from two to 36 inches in
diameter; 29 booster stations; and 16 distribution reservoirs ranging in size from 0.763 to 50 million
gallons. The City also has five service connections with MWD.
Since the 2000 Urban Water Management Plan was adopted, PWP has fulfilled several of its system
maintenance and modernization goals. These measures, listed below, have improved the City’s
water storage and delivery system beyond the existing conditions described in the 2000 Urban
Water Management Plan. PWP has:
1
2

City of Pasadena. 2000 Urban Water Management Plan. December 2000.
Ibid.
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Implemented a facilities maintenance program for water system mechanical equipment to
enhance distribution system reliability and reduce power costs.



Upgraded and replaced old water mains for improved fire protection capability and system
integrity.



Established and maintained partnerships with neighboring water agencies to provide water
utility related services.



Completed the second year of the replacement and/or rehabilitation of 6.2 miles of water
mains under the Capital Improvement Program.



Completed the installation of a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition System (SCADA)
for more efficient monitoring and operation of the water system.



Completed the installation of one new groundwater well and continued the ongoing
rehabilitation of booster stations.3

Since 1986, the City’s water demand has remained relatively constant (with the exception of a
drought period from 1992 to 1995), with an average annual demand of 33.75 million gallons per
day (gpd), or 37,800 af/yr. In the year 2000, residential water demand was 22.13 million gpd, or
24,800 af/yr, which represented approximately 67% of the City’s total demand.4
MWD owns and operates facilities within Pasadena. The Upper Feeder pipeline extends in an eastwest direction across the City, generally paralleling Mountain Street and East Sierra Madre
Boulevard. In addition, the San Marino Lateral, which extends in a north-south direction, is within
City boundaries. MWD requires that it is able to access its property and facilities at all times in
order to conduct operations and maintenance, and that project applicants submit design plans for
any development to the MWD for its review and approval. MWD bases its future water supply
estimations on Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) regional plan population
and housing projections; therefore, all City plans should be consistent with these SCAG documents.

Thresholds Used to Determine Level of Impact
The project will result in a significant impact if long-term operation will:

3
4



Result in a demand for water service that exceeds the capacity of the existing distribution
system or treatment facilities



Require the construction of major new water infrastructure where such facilities presently
do not exist



Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge

Pasadena Department of Water and Power. Annual Report. 2001 and 2002.
City of Pasadena. 2000 Urban Water Management Plan. December 2000.
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Environmental Impact
2004 Land Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions
The 2004 Land Use Element prescribes targeted growth and sets forth district-wide land use,
mobility, and urban design concepts and strategies. With implementation of 2004 land use policy,
the City’s population is expected to increase by approximately 16,979 persons by the year 2015, to
a total of 158,213 persons. New development occurring pursuant to the 2004 Land Use Element
will increase demand for water. The City’s 2000 Urban Water Management Plan estimates that total
system per capita water use (excluding agricultural use) averages 170 gallons per capita per day.
Based on this consumption rate, the City is expected to have a total demand of 30,128 af/yr by the
year 2015, an increase of 5,328 af/yr over year 2000 demand. The 2000 Urban Water Management
Plan estimates a supply of 42,400 af/yr in 2015. The City’s projected future water demand is
therefore well within the projected supply reported in the 2000 Urban Water Management Plan.
Thus, development pursuant to the 2004 Land Use Element, and implemented through the Zoning
Code Revisions, will neither deplete water supplies nor exceed expected projections. Impact on
water supply will be less than significant.
Additionally, the 2004 Land Use Element includes the following objectives and policies to maintain
water resources:
Objective 9

Open Space Preservation and Acquisition: Preserve and acquire open space in
Pasadena in order to enhance the quality of Pasadena life.

Policy 9.5

Stewardship of the Natural Environment: Encourage and promote the stewardship of
the natural environment, including water conservation, clean air, natural open space
protection, and recycling. Encourage the use of native, water conserving and
regionally appropriate landscaping.

Objective 18 Improved Environment: Improve the quality of the environment for Pasadena and
the region.
Policy 18.2

Water Conservation: Increase the efficiency of water use among Pasadena residents,
and commercial and industrial organizations.

Policy 7.4

Infrastructure Improvements: Continue to implement capital improvements which
will maintain or rehabilitate infrastructure, including improvements related to
upgrading the water supply system and sewer management.

Policy 12.3

Pay Your Own Way: Ensure that new development pays its own way rather than
burdens existing businesses and residents with increase costs for services and
infrastructure needs.

The following design measures are consistent with existing City standards, such as those contained
in the Water Main Charge chapter of the Municipal Code (13.20.080), designed to lessen potential
burden on water infrastructure that may result from future development:



Before water is supplied from any existing water main installed subsequent to June 1, 1945,
a water main charge or a special connection charge shall be paid.
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Before water is served to any development requiring the installation of new mains or the
extension of existing mains, the total cost of such new mains or extensions shall be paid.

Compliance with City Code, in addition to implementation of the relevant 2004 Land Use Element
policies, will ensure that development pursuant to adoption and implementation of the 2004 Land
Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions will result in a less than significant impact on water utilities
and infrastructure.
The projected increase in water demand as a result of the 2004 Land Use Element is well within the
projected supply of the 2000 Urban Water Management Plan and will therefore not create a
significant impact on groundwater supply. Additionally, the 2004 Land Use Element contains
infrastructure maintenance measures to ensure that the City’s water utilities are not impacted by
future development. Impact on City water supply and utilities will be less than significant.
As described in Environmental Setting, MWD bases its future water supply estimations on SCAG
regional plan population and housing projections; therefore, all City plans shall be consistent with
these SCAG documents in order to prevent adverse impacts on MWD sources and utilities. As
discussed in Section 3.3 — Population and Housing, the 2004 Land Use Element is supportive of
regional growth management goals and objectives stated in SCAG’s regional plans, in that the
Element will not induce substantial population growth over the next 11 years relative to regional
population projections. Additionally, per MWD standards, project applicants will be required to
submit design plans for any development to the MWD for its review and approval.
Development pursuant to the 2004 Land Use Element will not burden either the City’s or MWD’s
water resources or facilities such that they will need to construct new facilities that may cause
environmental impact. Impact on water supply and utilities will be less than significant.
Conclusion:
Projected future water demand will not exceed supply, and the impact of the 2004 Land Use
Element and Zoning Code Revisions on water resources and infrastructure will be less than
significant.
Central District Specific Plan
The Central District Specific Plan provides guidelines for focused growth and development within
the Central District. Population within the Central District is expected to increase by approximately
7,095 persons in 2015, resulting in an increase in water consumption by 1,351 af/yr, for a total of
3,500 af/yr. This represents approximately 12% of the City’s total projected future demand. The
increase is well within the future supply estimated by the 2000 Urban Water Management Plan, and
impact on water supply due to development pursuant to the Central District Specific Plan will
therefore be less than significant.
All development pursuant to the Central District Specific Plan will comply with existing water utility
connection fees, as described above, and be subject to the 2004 Land Use Element’s measures to
reduce the burden on infrastructure due to new development. Impact on water supply and utilities
as a result of adoption and implementation of the Central District Specific Plan will be less than
significant
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Conclusion:
The Central District Specific Plan will have a less than significant impact on water sources and
utilities.

Mitigation Measures
Impact will be less than significant; and no mitigation is required.

Level of Impact after Mitigation
Impact is less than significant.

Wastewater
Pasadena’s local sewer system, owned by the City and operated by the Department of Public
Works Engineering Division, consists of three pumping stations and approximately 300 miles of
pipeline. The City’s location in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountain allows the sewer system to
operate primarily via gravity flow. Sewage generated in Pasadena is carried by the local pipe
system to trunk sewers operated by the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, located
south of the City boundary. Local public sewers (laterals) are typically eight inches in diameter,
while trunk lines range from 12 to 30 inches in diameter. Although sections of Pasadena’s system
are considerably old, the system has remained in good condition overall due to regular
maintenance and systematic corrections of problems. While some older lines are reinforced
concrete pipe, the majority of sewers are vitrified clay pipe. The older concrete pipes are gradually
being replaced as funding permits.5
Within the Central District Specific Plan area, the City’s Sewer System Master Plan (1977) identified
portions of sewer lines that have potential deficiencies. A subsequent study conducted in 2001
determined that one of the locations identified in the 1977 Sewer System Master Plan, the
California Boulevard line west of Raymond Avenue, continues to experience deficiencies within the
Central District Specific Plan area.6 However, according to the Engineering Division, the City’s
wastewater transmission lines accommodate new growth as needed.7 The following testimony was
provided by Department of Public Works:
The City’s sewer system has adequate capacity to accommodate current demands,
and the majority of the system has adequate surplus capacity to accommodate
anticipated build-out. The capacity of the sewer system to accept flow from new
developments is currently being addressed on a case-by-case basis by requiring each
development to prepare a comprehensive analysis of the impact of the development
on the affected segments of the City’s sewer system. This analysis typically includes
flow monitoring to accurately determine the current load on the sewer system. The
development is then required to mitigate the effect of the development on the
5

City of Pasadena. The City of Pasadena General Plan EIR. Prepared by EIP Associates. December 1993.
ADS Environmental Services. July 2001.
7
Bob Gardner, Engineering Division. Department of Public Works. City of Pasadena. April 2004.
6
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system. The mitigation is either the construction of actual upgrades to the system,
or the deposit of funds to the city for that purpose. The MSP report will provide an
analysis of the current operational characteristics of the entire sewer system, and the
capacity of the system under an ultimate build-out scenario, that is, if all zoned
development is constructed. The MSP will include recommendations for segment
modifications to accommodate the ultimate build-out, along with estimated costs
associated with those modifications. Once the modifications are determined, and
prior to the City implementing the actions, the City will complete the appropriate
environmental process.8
As discussed above, aAny deficiencies identified in the portion of the system that would be
impacted by a particular development become the responsibility of the applicant to repair at the
time a project is constructed. Under this program, if pipelines tributary to the new development are
determined to be sufficient or adequate, the developer is not responsible for any system upgrades.
This system of modernizing the City’s sewer lines on an “as-needed” basis will likely change with the
adoption of the updated Sewer System Master Plan, which will be initiated in 2004. The new
Master Plan is expected to require all new development projects to contribute financially to
upgrading the City’s sewage collection system. In this manner, costs to developers will be more
equitable and funds will be collected from all new development projects to upgrade wastewater
lines throughout the City.
The majority of Pasadena’s sewer system feeds into the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles
County District No. 16, which includes the cities of South Pasadena, San Marino, and Alhambra.
Pasadena is also part of Districts No. 15 and 17, as a portion of the City’s sewage is carried by
outfalls serving Sierra Madre, Arcadia, and Altadena. The County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles
County own, operate, and maintain the large trunk sewers that form the backbone of the regional
wastewater conveyance system. No existing deficiencies have been identified in the Districts’
facilities which serve the City.9 The design capacities of the Districts’ wastewater treatment facilities
are based on the regional growth forecast adopted by SCAG. All expansions of District facilities
must be sized and service phased in a manner which is consistent with the SCAG regional growth
forecast. The available capacities of the Districts’ facilities will therefore be limited to levels
associated with the approved growth identified by SCAG.
Based on a conservative factor of 90% of water used becoming wastewater, 10 Pasadena generated
approximately 19.92 million gpd of wastewater in 2000. The majority of this wastewater (99%) is
treated at which was treated at the Whittier Narrows Water Reclamation Plant, and the San Jose
Creek Water Reclamation Plant, and the Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plan. Whittier Narrows,
located near the City of South El Monte, treats has a design capacity of 15 million gpd of
wastewater and currently processes an average flow of 7.6 million gpd. , while San Jose Creek,
located adjacent to the City of Industry, has a design capacity of treats 100 million gpd and
currently processes an average flow of 89.1 million gpd. The remaining 1% of wastewater, mostly
collected in the southwestern portion of the City, is treated at Los Angeles County’s Hyperion

8

Martin Pastucha, Director of the Department of Public Works, City of Pasadena. September 10, 2004.
Letter from Ruth I. Frazen, Engineering Technician, Planning & Property Management Section, County Sanitation Districts
of Los Angeles County to Joshua Hart, AssociateLaura Dahl, Senior Planner, Planning and Development Department, City
of Pasadena. March 27, 2003June 30, 2004.
10
City of Pasadena. 2000 Urban Water Management Plan. December 2000.
9
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PlantLos Coyotes, located in the City of Cerritos, has a design capacity of 37.5 million gpd and
currently processes an average flow of 31.6 million gpd.11

Thresholds Used to Determine Level of Impact
The project will result in a significant impact if long-term operation will:


Result in the determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve
the project that it has inadequate capacity to serve the project’s forecasted demand



Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities, or the
expansion of existing facilities the construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects

Environmental Impact
2004 Land Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions
New development built pursuant to the 2004 Land Use Element, as implemented by the Zoning
Code Revisions, will increase wastewater generation. Approximately 90% of water consumed
within the City becomes wastewater. Using this factor, Pasadena is expected to generate
approximately 24.2 million gpd of wastewater in 2015, an increase of 4.28 million gpd (18%) over
2000 conditions. The Whittier Narrows, and San Jose Creek, and Los Coyotes Water Reclamation
Plants, which treat 99% of the City’s wastewater, process a total of 115 128.3 million gpd.
Pasadena is expected to account for no more than 2119% of the reclamation plants’ daily treated
wastewater by the year 2015.
This increase in wastewater generation will not result in a burden to the City’s sewer system. As
discussed under Environmental Setting, the City’s program for refurbishing wastewater transmission
lines provides for the accommodation of new growth as needed.12 At the time a project is
constructed, any deficiencies identified in that particular portion of the sewer system that will be
impacted by a project will become the responsibility of the developer. Although this system will
likely change with the adoption of the updated Sewer System Master Plan, as discussed above, the
current program will continue until then. As such, Pasadena’s sewer system will continue to be
repaired and maintained on an “as needed” basis. Development pursuant to the 2004 Land Use
Element will therefore have a less than significant impact on the City’s wastewater system.
As discussed under Environmental Setting, no existing deficiencies have been identified in the
County Sanitation Districts’ collection or treatment facilities serving Pasadena. The design
capacities of the Districts’ wastewater treatment facilities are based on the regional growth forecast
adopted by SCAG. All expansions of the Districts’ facilities must be sized and service phased in a
manner which will be consistent with SCAG regional growth forecasts. The available capacities of
the Districts’ facilities will therefore be limited to levels associated with the approved growth

11

Letter from Ruth I. Frazen, Engineering Technician, Planning & Property Management Section, County Sanitation
Districts of Los Angeles County to Laura Dahl, Senior Planner, Planning and Development Department, City of Pasadena.
June 30, 2004. City of Pasadena. 2000 Urban Water Management Plan. December 2000.
12
Bob Gardner, Engineering Division. Department of Public Works. April 2004.
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identified by SCAG.13 As discussed in Section 3.3 — Population and Housing, the 2004 Land Use
Element is supportive of regional growth management goals and objectives, as stated in SCAG’s
regional plans, in that the Element will not induce substantial population growth over the next 11
years relative to regional population projections.
The project will not significantly impact the ability of the County Sanitation Districts to treat sewage.
All projects developed pursuant to adoption and implementation of the 2004 Land Use Element will
be charged a sanitation connection fee to connect to the regional sewer system. The connection
fee is based upon the cost of incremental expansion of the regional sewer system to accommodate
growth.14 Given the Districts’ financing policies and periodic maintenance plan, development
pursuant to the 2004 Land Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions will not require any
improvements to the regional sewer infrastructure system. Impact on regional facilities will be less
than significant.
Conclusion:
Projected future wastewater generation will not exceed Citywide or regional capacities; impact will
be less than significant.
Central District Specific Plan
The Central District Specific Plan provides guidelines for focused growth and development within
the Central District. Population within the Central District is expected to increase by approximately
7,095 persons in 2015, resulting in a net increase in wastewater generation by 1.09 million gpd for
a total of 2.81 million gpd. This total is 12% of that expected to result due to the 2004 Land Use
Element, and less than 12% of the total capacity of Whittier Narrows and San Jose Creek Water
Reclamation Plants.
As discussed under the 2004 Land Use Element’s impacts, wastewater impacts resulting from
development within the Central District Plan area will be addressed on an as needed basis.
Developers will be required to repair and/or augment any local wastewater facilities that may be
impacted by the operation of individual development projects at the time of their construction.
Therefore, development pursuant to adoption and implementation of the Central District Specific
Plan will result in a less than significant impact on wastewater.
Conclusion:
Development pursuant to the Central District Specific Plan will result in a less than significant
impact on wastewater.

Mitigation Measures
Impact will be less than significant, and no mitigation is required.

13
Letter from Ruth I. Frazen, Engineering Technician, Planning and Property Management Section, County Sanitation
Districts of Los Angeles County to Joshua Hart, Associate Planner, Planning and Development Department, City of
Pasadena. March 27, 2003.
14
Ibid.
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Level of Impact after Mitigation
Impact is less than significant.

Storm Water Drainage
The City’s Street Maintenance and Integrated Waste Management Division is responsible for the
maintenance of storm drains and sewers, including pumping stations and catch basins. The
standard level of protection to be provided against flooding in Los Angeles County requires that
during the “urban design storm” (one with a probability of occurring once in 25 years, based on
rainfall records), the surface capacity of a street may be used up to a water surface level not
extending above or beyond the street’s right-of-way lines. According to the 2004 Mobility Element’s
description of existing conditions, Pasadena’s drainage system, which consists of open channels,
underground conduits, and streets, provides a reasonable degree of protection against flooding.15
Localized problems that may occur from time to time, especially in hillside areas subject to periodic
fire and flood cycles, are treated on a case-by-case basis.
During the past 80 years, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works (LACDPW) and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers constructed several detention/debris basins in the hills above
Pasadena. The LACDPW has also made channel alterations, including concrete linings, earthen
bottoms with concrete stabilizers, and rock-riveted side slopes. These flood control structures are
presently owned and operated by LACDPW, which has jurisdiction over watercourses in the
Pasadena area, as well as the regional flood control system in the county. In addition, property
owners in the hillside areas have constructed numerous small dikes to impound water. The City of
Pasadena has participated in the National Flood Insurance Program since 1984. However, there are
no flood-prone areas recognized within the City.16

Thresholds Used to Determine Level of Impact
The project will result in a significant impact if implementation over the long-term will require or
result in the construction of new stormwater drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environmental effects.

Environmental Impact
2004 Land Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions
As discussed in Section 3.10 — Hydrology, the 2004 Land Use Element is expected to have a less
than significant impact on stormwater drainage infrastructure. Since Pasadena is nearly built out,
absorbing new development and growth will involve the recycling of underutilized parcels. Growth
in previously undeveloped hillside areas will be limited. Therefore, the increase in impervious
surfaces as a result of adoption and implementation of the 2004 Land Use Element and Zoning
Code Revisions will be minimal, and the amount and velocity of stormwater runoff is not expected
to exceed the capacity of the stormwater drainage system. However, nuisance flooding could
15
16

. City of Pasadena. Mobility Element. “Other Circulation Facilities – Drainage.” 2003.
Federal Emergency Management Agency. Flood Insurance Rate Maps.
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occur in areas without adequate drainage facilities; for this reason, the adopted General Plan Safety
Element contains goals and policies to reduce the risk of flooding. These policies will apply to all
new development projects pursuant to adoption and implementation of the 2004 Land Use
Element policy as follows:
Goal F-1

Minimize injury, loss of life, property damage, and economic and social
disruption caused by flood and inundation hazards.

Policy F-1.1

The City will continue to discourage development in flood hazard areas and will
strengthen the City’s maintenance program for stormwater detention basins,
culverts, and storm drains to minimize future flooding events.

An implementation program in the Safety Element requires that new construction in upstream areas
of the San Gabriel Mountains and San Rafael Hills include hydrological studies to assess the impact
of construction on already developed areas located down gradient. The assessment of possible
impacts on County drains and privately owned debris basins downstream of proposed individual
development projects is mandatory. If the analysis indicates a potential hazard, storm drainage
improvements are required. Fees to pay for the improvements may be assessed to individual
development projects, as appropriate. In addition, the City will continue to maintain the culverts
and storm drain system to prevent the accumulation of debris or other obstructions that would
hamper the effectiveness of the system during rainy days.
Stormwater runoff is further regulated by Municipal Code Section 4.19.060 (Use and Disbursement
of Fees), which requires that all new development pay an impact fee, part of which will be used for
street improvements, including storm drains. In addition, major developments projects that impact
the capacity of downstream lines are required to upgrade adjacent system components to mitigate
impacts at the developer’s expense.
The 2004 Land Use Element will be consistent with adopted Safety Element flood prevention
policies, and development will be subject to the City’s impact fees to improve storm drains, the
implementation of which will ensure a less than significant impact on stormwater drainage systems.
Conclusion:
The impact on stormwater facilities due to development pursuant to the 2004 Land Use Element
and Zoning Code Revisions will be less than significant.
Central District Specific Plan
The Central District Specific Plan identifies land use intensities and provides for an increase in both
residential and nonresidential development within the Central District. The Central District is highly
urbanized and new development pursuant to adoption and implementation of the Specific Plan will
be compact, consisting primarily of infill projects. Thus, a limited increase in the amount of
impervious surface area will result, and the amount and speed of stormwater runoff is not expected
to exceed the capacity of the existing stormwater drainage system. Impact will be less than
significant.
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Conclusion:
The impact on stormwater facilities due to development pursuant to the Central District Specific
Plan will be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
Impact on stormwater facilities will be less than significant, and no mitigation is required.

Level of Impact after Mitigation
Impact is less than significant.

Solid Waste
The City’s Street Maintenance and Integrated Waste Management Division is responsible for solid
waste collection and disposal, and the contracting of such services, from all residential properties
within the City. For nonresidential uses, the Division oversees 59 private haulers that are part of an
extensive non-exclusive franchise system. The Division’s duties include collection and disposal of
refuse from municipal offices, libraries, parks, and various business districts; collection of recyclables
from municipal offices; collection of commercial refuse and recyclables; and the collection of bulky
items for those households with residential refuse service provided by the City. In 2002, Pasadena’s
total disposal amount was 250,957 tons, with a diversion rate of 51%.17
The Division and the majority of the City’s private haulers dispose of waste at the Scholl Canyon
Landfill located in the City of Glendale north of the SR-134 Freeway. This major Class III landfill
accepts only non-hazardous municipal solid waste. Owned by the City of Glendale and the County
of Los Angeles and operated by the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, Scholl
Canyon Landfill is operated in compliance with federal, State, and local regulations. The site has a
remaining capacity of 7.9 million tons and is projected to close in the year 2020.18

Thresholds Used to Determine Level of Impact
The 2004 Land Use Element, Zoning Code Revisions, and Central District Specific Plan will result in
a significant impact if long-term operation will generate solid waste in a quantity that exceeds local
and/or regional disposal capacity.

Environmental Impact
2004 Land Use Element, Zoning Code Revisions
Implementation of the 2004 Land Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions will result in an increase
of development in the City and a related increase in solid waste generation. Based on the California
Integrated Waste Management Board’s profile for Pasadena, 6.6 pounds of waste are generated per
17

California Integrated Waste Management Board. Jurisdiction Profile for City of Pasadena.
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Profiles/Juris/Default.asp. 2002.
18
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles. Public Relations Office. Phone conversation, June 27, 2003.
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resident per day as of 2000.19 With an estimated population increase of 16,979 people between
2004 and 2015, the City can be expected to create an additional 112,061 pounds of waste per day,
or 20,451 tons per year for a total of 190,568 tons. Non-residential development is anticipated to
increase by 4.97 million square feet, with an estimated resulting waste of 3,942.97 tons per year
(see Appendix D for calculations). Residential and non-residential waste combined is anticipated to
be 194,510.97 tons per year. Scholl Canyon Sanitary Landfill, which is expected to close in 2020,
has a remaining capacity of 7.9 million tons. Thus, Pasadena’s estimated waste generated by the
year 2015 is approximately 2.46% of Scholl Canyon’s remaining capacity. Additionally, the 2004
Land Use Element will reduce solid waste generation by implementing the following objective and
policy:
Objective 18 Improved Environment: Improve the quality of the environment for Pasadena and
the region.
Policy 18.6

Construction Materials Recycling: Promote recycling of construction materials to
reduce use of natural resources and minimize impacts in waste management.

Accordingly, the City enforces construction and demolition waste reduction adhering to City
Municipal Code Section 8.62 (Waste Management Plan for Certain Construction and Demolition
Projects within the City of Pasadena), which requires a minimum 50% waste diversion rate on
“covered projects.” Covered projects include new structures, residential additions, and demolition
projects of 1,000 square feet or more, and any tenant improvement project of 3,000 square feet or
more. A waste management plan and monthly progress reports must be submitted and approved
by the City.
Pasadena will continue to provide collection services for its residents and businesses and use the
Scholl Canyon Landfill as its primary waste disposal site, which will remain in operation until 2020.
The City will continue to comply with AB 939 to lessen the impact on landfill capacity. Pasadena
has several recycling programs established, including municipal and residential green waste
composting, commercial recycling programs, and economic incentives for residents.
Implementation of the 2004 Land Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions will not generate solid
waste that will result in a need for new or substantially altered solid waste facilities. Continued
compliance with existing regulations and City policies will ensure a less than significant impact.
Nevertheless, in order to reduce impact on solid waste facilities, mitigation measures are
recommended.
Conclusion:
Impact on solid waste facilities due to development pursuant to the 2004 Land Use Element and
Zoning Code Revisions will be less than significant. In order to reduce impact on solid waste
facilities, mitigation measures are recommended.
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Central District Specific Plan
Population in the Central District is expected to increase by approximately 7,095 persons in 2015.
The additional population will contribute approximately 46,827 pounds of residential waste per day,
or 21.41 tons per year. The Central District Specific Plan will result in 1.25 million square feet of
non-residential development.
The Central District Specific Plan is expected to produce
approximately 991.08 tons of solid waste per year, less than 1% (0.00013) of the remaining
capacity at Scholl Canyon. Impact of development pursuant to the Central District Specific Plan on
solid waste will therefore be less than significant. Nevertheless, in order to reduce impact on solid
waste facilities, mitigation measures are recommended.
Conclusion:
The impact on solid waste facilities from development pursuant to the Central District Specific Plan
will be less than significant. In order to reduce impact on solid waste facilities, mitigation measures
are recommended.

Mitigation Measures
Impact of development pursuant to adoption and implementation of the 2004 Land Use Element,
Zoning Code Revisions, and Central District Specific Plan will be less than significant. The following
mitigation measures are recommended to further reduce the City’s generation of solid waste in the
future:
1. The City will introduce a program to require multifamily housing developments to provide
onsite recyclable materials collection facilities.
2. The City will initiate a public information campaign that encourages commercial establishments,
such as restaurants, to use recycled products (i.e., napkins, paper, etc.).
3. The City will prioritize the selection of authorized waste haulers by those that provide recycling
services.

Level of Impact after Mitigation
Impact is less than significant.
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