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3.7 Cultural Resources 
 

This section evaluates the potential effects on cultural resources associated with adoption and 
implementation of the 2004 Land Use Element, Zoning Code Revisions, and the Central District 
Specific Plan.  The 2004 Mobility Element protects cultural resources through policies such as no 
streets widenings or realignments; therefore, it will not have a significant impact on cultural 
resources and is not discussed. 
 

Environmental Setting 
 
Historic Resources 
 
The City of Pasadena is well known for its landmark-quality buildings and historic neighborhoods.  
Some of Pasadena’s best-known historic landmarks include the Pasadena Civic Auditorium, the 
Castle Green Apartments, the Arroyo Seco Bridge, the Pasadena Playhouse, the Gamble House, 
and numerous residences, including several Craftsman homes designed by Charles and Henry 
Greene.  Approximately 1,000 buildings in Pasadena are listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places,1 either individually or as part of a district.  Nine districts are also listed in the Register: Old 
Pasadena, Prospect, Civic Center, Civic Center-Financial, Pasadena Playhouse, and South Marengo.  
Pasadena has established eight neighborhood landmark districts: Bungalow Heaven Landmark 
District, Banbury Oaks Landmark District, Ross Grove, Washington Square, Orange Heights, Arroyo 
Terrace, South Arroyo, and Garfield Heights Landmark District.  In addition, the City maintains a 
comprehensive list of historic resources in its Historic Resources Inventory. 
 
Numerous historically significant structures still stand in the Central District.  To recognize and 
preserve these structures, the City and community groups have pursued and secured National 
Register designation for five districts in the Central District as shown in Figure 21.  Old Pasadena 
features the largest concentration of historic commercial buildings in the City, creating a popular 
pedestrian-oriented environment over many blocks and contributing to the character of the Central 
District2.  The most notable landmarks include City Hall, Castle Green Apartments, Public Library, 
Civic Auditorium, Y.W.C.A., Morton Bay Fig Tree, Pasadena Humane Society, Grace Nicholson 
Building, Casa Del Mar Apartments, and Edmond Blinn House.  The locations of these landmarks 
are shown in Figure 21. 
 

                                          
1 City of Pasadena.  Historic Register. , www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/deptorg/dhp/register.asp.  
2 City of Pasadena.  Central District Specific Plan.  May 2003.  Pg. 14. 
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Archaeological Resources 
 
One prehistoric archaeological site, CA-LAN-26, was discovered in Pasadena in 1938 and later 
excavated by E.F. Walker.  The site, known as Walker’s Sheldon Reservoir site, contained an early 
Indian cemetery with 2 cremations, 53 burials, and accompanying grave goods including inkling 
mano, metates, pestles, bowls, scrapers, and arrowpoints.3  Numerous other sites have been 
recorded directly adjacent to this site, but they are located outside of City boundaries.  Two other 
sites within the City were excavated, but no archaeological resources were found at either site.4 
 
Pasadena lies within the territorial boundaries of the Gabrieliño Indians, who were historically 
affiliated with the San Gabriel Mission.  The Gabrieliño people were intensive hunter-gatherers who 
used both coastal and inland food resources.  Gabrieliño Indians typically located permanent 
villages alongside streams and other natural waterways.  At the time of Spanish contact, the 
Gabrieliño suffered an initial population reduction.  Today, Gabrieliños number several hundred and 
tribal recognition has increased.5 
 
Paleontological Resources 
 
In October 1993, the City directed the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles and the San 
Bernardino County Museum to provide a citywide inventory of paleontological resources.  The Los 
Angeles History Museum search found no recorded paleontological resource sites within City 
boundaries.  One site was located approximately a half-mile from the City’s southern boundary near 
the 110 Freeway.  The San Bernardino inventory yielded two recorded sites within the City 
boundaries where molluscan fauna have been identified.  Both studies concluded that there is a 
potential for significant vertebrate fossils to be found within specific geologic formations.6  Within 
City limits, two geologic formations are considered to have high potential for containing fossils.  
One is the Topanga Formation, outcrops of which are located in southwest Pasadena, south of the 
Eagle Rock fault.  The second is the Late Miocene Marine Monterey Formation near the City’s 
southern boundary.7  Based on directed surveys, the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Works has concluded that there is a low potential for paleontological resources to be found within 
the Arroyo Seco channel due to frequent disturbance of the stream bed.8 
 
 

Thresholds Used to Determine Level of Impact 
 
Implementation of the 2004 Land Use and Mobility Elements, Zoning Code Revisions, and Central 
District Specific Plan will have a significant effect on cultural resources if such implementation will: 
 

 Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource 
 

                                          
3 City of Pasadena.  Final Environmental Impact Report for the Pasadena General Plan Land Use and Mobility Elements.  
April 1994. 
4 Ibid. 
5 City of Pasadena.  Arroyo Seco Master Plan EIR.  May 16, 2002. 
6 Ibid. 
7 City of Pasadena.  Final Environmental Impact Report for the Pasadena General Plan Land Use and Mobility Elements.  
April 1994. 
8 City of Pasadena.  Arroyo Seco Master Plan EIR.  May 16, 2002. 
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 Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource 
 

 Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature 
 

 Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries 
 
 

Environmental Impact 
 
Historic Resources 
 
2004 Land Use Element and Zoning Code Revisions 
The 2004 Land Use Element contains the following objective and policies aimed to protect and 
preserve historic resources: 
 
Objective 6 Historic Preservation: Promote preservation of historically and architecturally 

significant buildings and revitalization of traditional neighborhoods and 
commercial areas. 

 
Policy 6.1 Historic Inventory: Identify, document, and evaluate the significance of individual 

historic and cultural resources and districts by conducting a citywide historic 
resources survey and surveys of the City’s historic neighborhoods. 

 
Policy 6.2 Protection of Historic and Cultural Resources: Adopt new legislation to protect 

historic and cultural resources according to levels of significance and include 
provisions to deter the demolition of historically, architecturally, and culturally 
significant structures. 

 
Policy 6.3 Adaptive Reuse: Encourage and promote the adaptive reuse of Pasadena’s historic 

resources. 
 
In November 2002, the City adopted an updated Historic Preservation Ordinance9 which 
established a process for reviewing each development as it may affect a historic resource, mitigating 
any identified impact, and providing incentives to preserve and reuse a resource.  Adopted City 
policies, programs, standards, guidelines, and regulations provide for a full and comprehensive array 
of mitigation measures that will apply to development within Pasadena.  Continued implementation 
of existing regulations will provide a means to protect historic resources on a project-by-project 
basis.  Impact will be less than significant. 
 
Conclusion:  
 
Continued application of the Historic Preservation Ordinance and other City policies and programs 
aimed at protecting Pasadena’s historic structures and districts will, on a citywide basis, reduce 
potential impacts to a less than significant level.  Any proposed displacement of a resource by new 
development will be reviewed by the City to determine any potential impact. 

                                          
9 City of Pasadena.  Municipal Code Section 2.75 Historic Preservation Ordinance.  Adopted 2002. 
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Central District Specific Plan 
A substantial number of Pasadena’s architecturally and culturally significant buildings and 
landscapes are located within the Central District and Downtown in particular.  Because much of 
the City’s growth is targeted for this area, the Central District Specific Plan includes the following 
objectives:  
 
Objective 6 Reinforce District Character: The distinctive character of Downtown and its 

unique Sub-districts will be maintained and further enhanced.  New development 
will respond to the area’s architectural heritage with sensitivity and offer creative 
design solutions. 

 
Objective 7 Preserve Cultural Heritage: Downtown will retain its cultural heritage through 

recognition and protection of culturally and historically significant resources.  
Adaptive reuse and infill development that respect existing resources will be 
encouraged. 

 
The District-wide Design Guidelines within the Central District Specific Plan are intended to provide 
a sense of historical and physical continuity and reinforce the unique qualities of the Central District 
through the preservation of historic and cultural resources.  The City is also completing an updated 
historic resources inventory of the Central District, using forms and methods of evaluation 
recommended by the State of California Office of Historic Preservation.  
 
In addition, the City will work with developers through the Preliminary Review Process and with 
business district associates to assist business and property owners in preparing appropriate designs 
for rehabilitation projects.  Furthermore, as with all projects in Pasadena, development pursuant to 
the Central District Specific Plan will be subject to the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance and 
other adopted City policies, programs, standards, guidelines, and regulations.  Impact will be less 
than significant. 
 
Conclusion:   
 
Continued application of existing City regulations and implementation of the Central District 
Specific Plan implementation strategies will provide a means to protect historic resources on a 
project-by-project basis.  Impact will be less than significant. 
 
Archaeological and Paleontological Resources 
 
2004 Land Use Element, Zoning Code Revisions, and Central District Specific Plan 
Pasadena is largely urbanized.  Previous development activity has resulted in the discovery of 
archaeological and paleontological resources.  With regard to archaeological resources, infill 
development in already developed areas is not anticipated to result in the uncovering of additional 
resources.  However, deep excavations for parking facilities could unearth artifacts.  Also, limited 
development activity in the hillside areas could disturb artifacts as well, given the former presence 
of indigenous people in the region.  At the time individual development projects proceed, if such 
excavation or grading uncovers archaeological resources, developers will be required to comply 
with CEQA Section 21083.2 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 regarding the discovery 
sensitive archaeological resources.  Generally, excavation/grading activity will have to be 
temporarily suspended to allow for an assessment of the resource and appropriate mitigation.  
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Compliance with these existing regulations for individual development projects will result in less 
than significant impact on a citywide basis. 
 
Prior discoveries of paleontological resources have been limited to projects within the two sensitive 
geologic formations, Topanga Formation and Late Miocene Marine Monterey Formation.  However, 
like archaeological resources, the potential discovery of new resources has not been ruled out by 
the City.  The 2004 Land Use Element contains the following objective and policy related to 
archaeological and paleontological resources: 
 
Objective 19 Biological, Paleontological, and Archaeological Resources: Protect and enhance 

areas of the city containing important biological resources; protect and minimize 
disturbance of any important paleontological and/or archaeological resources 
that might remain in the city. 

 
Policy 19.3 Paleontological/Archaeological Resources Survey: Project proponents proposing 

substantial grading or earthmoving in areas that might contain important 
paleontological and/or archaeological resources shall conduct a pre-excavation field 
assessment and literature search to determine the potential for disturbance of 
paleontological and/or archaeological resources.  If warranted, grading and other 
earthmoving shall be monitored by a qualified professional who, if necessary, shall 
undertake salvage and curation.  Any paleontological or archaeological resources 
recovered shall be documented and archived appropriately.  Any human remains 
recovered shall be treated according to applicable State and federal regulations. 

 
The City requires any development within the two sensitive geologic formations which involves 
excavation of 5 feet or more in depth to complete a pre-excavation field assessment and literature 
search for paleontological resources.  If warranted, and following a field assessment, a program 
must be developed and implemented for excavation monitoring, resource salvation, and curation.  
A final report must be prepared, and fossils are to be archived in a museum depository.   
 
Conclusion:   
 
Compliance with existing regulations that protect archaeological and paleontological resources will 
ensure a less than significant impact. 
 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 
Impact is less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 
 
 

Level of Impact after Mitigation 
 
Impact is less than significant. 
 


