
Planning and Community Development Department 

Housing Element Workshop 

2014-2021 

Community Meeting 
June 8, 2013 



Planning and Community Development Department 

2 

Purpose of Meeting 

ÅExplain what a Housing Element and the 

process involved 

ÅOpportunity for public to express opinions on 

the Housing Element 

ÅExpress a need that is not being addressed or 

new ideas for programs to address need 

ÅReview broad programs that are the Cityôs 

housing strategy 
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What is a Housing Element 

ÅPart of Cityôs General Plan that guides future 

growth, change, land use, mobility, parks, etc. 

ÅState housing law requires all cities to have an 

adequate housing element 

ÅHousing Element addresses the development, 

improvement, and conservation of housing 

ÅThis Housing Element covers the 2014-2021 

planning period 
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Planning Context 

ÅPasadena is preparing update to the Cityôs 

comprehensive General Plan 

ÅUpdate of the Pasadena General Plan has 

been a three year process 

ÅCouncil has approved increased housing 

units for several specific plans  

ÅGeneral Plan planning program will cover 

the next housing element cycle 
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Pasadena Specific Plans 
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Housing Element Process 

ÅHousing Element update has four steps, with 

public input included at each step.  

 

Housing 
Element 

Preparation 

State ñHCDò 
Review 

Environmental 
Clearance 

Housing 
Element 
Adoption 
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Population Snapshot 

ÅSince 2000, population increased by 3,000 

residents, but several long term trends:  

> Increasing numbers of adults 45 years and 

older; decline in all other age groups 

> Increasing number of Asian residents, 

declines in African Americans 

> Increasing population of single residents and 

married families without children 
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ÅPasadena has broad mix of household income 

levels, including:  

 Income 

Level 

Limit for 4-

person family 

Percent of 

households 

Number of 

Households 

Ext. Low $25,600 13% 7,245 

Very Low $42,700 10% 5,611 

Low $68,300 13% 7,022 

Moderate $77,750 16% 8,636 

Above Above 47% 25,709 
 

Source: SCAG Existing Housing Need Statement 
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Population Snapshot 

ÅAs established community, Pasadena has 

broad array of special needs, including:  

> Families with children 

> Senior residents 

> People with disabilities 

> People who are homeless 

> Lower income residents 

> College students 
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Housing Issues 

ÅHomeownership  

>  45% of household own a home 

>  $470K condo; $630,000 home 

>  Need $160,000 to $210,000 

ÅRental Housing 

>  55% of households rent 

>  $1,300-$2,500+ for apt unit 

>  Need to earn $52,000+  
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Housing Issues 

Housing prices and rents are recovering, but 
housing overpayment has risen.  
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> Renters overpaying for 

housing rose to 51%  

> Owners overpaying for 

housing rose to 43% 

> Trend similar to cities 

throughout the region 
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Housing Issues 

ÅEvery five years, cities & counties are assigned 

a housing production goal by SCAG.  

 

 

2014-2021 Housing Production Goals 

Affordability Level  Housing Units Type of Units 

Ext. Low 170 Apartments 

Very Low 170 Apartments 

Lower 207 Apartments 

Moderate 224 Townhomes and/or  

Single-family Above 561 
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Housing Issues 

ÅThe production goal is based on expected 

population growth, job growth, and needs. 

ÅCities are not required to build housing, but 

instead plan to accommodate new housing 

ÅThis is done by making sure sites are zoned 

appropriately and implementing programs   

ÅGeneral plan update is addressing this need 

primarily through the specific plan areas 
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Recent Housing Projects  

Senior Housing Accessible Housing Ownership Housing 

Family Housing Supportive Housing Family Center 
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Housing Assistance 

ÅIn addition to housing production, the City 

of Pasadena supports provision of:  

> Homeownership Assistance, more than 

150 households have received loans 

> Rental Assistance, more than 1,200 

residents annually receive vouchers 

> Supportive services, providing a range of 

services for special needs groups  
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Housing Plan 

 

All Pasadena residents have an equal right to live 

in decent, safe and affordable housing in a suitable 

living environment for the long-term well-being and 

stability of themselves, their families, their 

neighborhoods, and their community. The housing 

vision for Pasadena is to maintain a socially and 

economically diverse community of homeowners 

and renters who are afforded this right. 

Pasadenaôs Housing Vision  
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Housing Plan 

Goal #1: Housing and Neighborhood Quality 
 

Sustainable neighborhoods of quality housing, 

parks and community services, infrastructure, 

and other services that maintain and enhance 

neighborhood character and residents health. 

1.  Code Enforcement 

2.  Neighborhood Improvement 

3.  Housing Inspection  

 

4.  Housing Rehabilitation 

5.  Historic Preservation 

6.  Preserving Affordable Housing 

Programs 
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Housing Plan 

Goal #2: Housing Supply and Diversity 
 

Adequate supply and diversity of quality rental 

and ownership housing opportunities suited to 

residents of varying lifestyle needs and incomes.  

1.  Adequate Sites 

2.  Housing Incentives 

3. Financial Assistance 

4.  Housing Design 

Programs 
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Housing Plan 

Goal #3: Housing Assistance 
 

Expanded opportunities for households to find 

housing in Pasadena and afford a greater choice 

of rental and homeownership opportunities. 

1.  Homebuyer Assistance 

2.  Rental Assistance 

3. Community Partnerships 

4.  Fair Housing Opportunity 

Programs 
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Housing Plan 

Goal #4: Special Needs 
 

Adequate housing opportunities and support 

services for Pasadena seniors, people with 

disabilities, families with children, college 

students, and people in need of emergency, 

transitional, or supportive housing. 

1.  Special Rent Assistance 

2.  Homeless Services 

3.  Housing for Disabled 

 

4.  Housing for Families 

5.  Housing for Seniors 

Programs 


